
How does one apply for Crown Land for agricultural purposes? 

There are two distinctly different processes for applying for Crown Land for agricultural purposes.  One may apply for an Intensive or Extensive application.  See 
attached chart for detailed differences between the applications. 

The Intensive application is limited in land size- no more than 15 hectares (27 acres) and the Extensive process requires existing farmers with land already 
owned, arable and in production. However, these criteria can be waived if the land being applied for is within an Agricultural Planned area, other farmers have 
been consulted and the proposed farming plans would not impact other agricultural operations. 

At this stage, it is hard to determine which application type we would choose. It depends on the available land and parameters, which will not be established 
until the second phase. Until we have several parcels to assess for slope, aspect, soil quality, other tenure ownership, proximity and ideal farming plan, we will 
not choose one application over the other.  

What we do suggest at this stage is to first identify potential lands, then ideal parameters and proximity to markets to determine which application will be 
appropriate. 

  Intensive Extensive 
Purpose Commercial production of animals, fruits, and/or vegetables 

on parcels 15 hectares or less 
Soil bound cultivation to produce cereal, seed, forage, vegetable or 
fruit crops using mechanical harvesting   

  
Land 15 Hectares or less; 27 acres Must not exceed 65 ha (175 acres) and 70% of Crown land being 

applied for must be arable.   
Applicant 
Eligibility 

Canadian Citizen 19 years of age or older Same requirements as Intensive 
plus: 

Existing Farmer eligibility can 
be waived in Planned Areas 
where: an emerging farming 
community is being 
developed; the land base can 
sustain new opportunities 
without impacting existing 
farms and the farm community 
has been consulted 

  corporations must be BC 
registered 

registered partnership, coop, or 
non-profit   Must be an existing farmer; defined 

as: an individual or corporation that 
owns private farm land in the vicinity 
of the Crown Land application; 
private land must have at least 50% 
under cultivation that equals no less 
than 40 Ha (98 acres) 

  First Nations apply 
through Band or Tribal 
Councils 

Non-Canadians can apply for 
aquatic lands, but must own 
adjacent upland and be 
registered in BC 

  
  
      
          
          
Lease/Ownership Should be issues for long term tenure, substantial 

improvements are proposed and where definitive boundaries 
are required in order to avoid conflict 

same as intensive    
    
          
          



  Lease holder has the right to modify land, and or construct 
improvements as specified in the tenure contract 

        
          
  A lease can be issued in the form that is registerable in the 

Land Title Registry. Registered leases for a term longer than 
30 years may be considered a fully taxable transfer of interest 
in property and may be subject to Property Transfer Tax 

        

  Direct sale options are available in all regions.         
  Lease-Purchase is only available in the Northern Service 

Region. Some exceptions apply. 
        

          
          
Annual Rent Annual rent is payable at a rate of 5% of land value. Minimum 

annual rent is $500. 
Annual rent for lease-purchase and lease only tenures is payable at 3% 
of appraised market value. Minimum annual rent is $500 

Sale Price Priced at the full market value of the land plus merchantable 
timber, payable at the time of disposition. 

same as intensive  
  
  
Insurance Tenure holder required to purchase a minimum level of public 

liability insurance. 
Not required for extensive agriculture tenures. 

          
 


